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Stony Brook University
University of  Pennsylvania
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Ohio State University
New York Institute of  Technology

No Response
SUNY Old Westbury
University of  Albany
No Response
Career in Modeling
SUNY Oswego
SUNY Cortland
SUNY Albany
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Savannah College of  Art and Design

University at Buffalo
University at Buffalo
Pratt Institute
Stony Brook University
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Savannah College of  Art and Design
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St. Joseph's College
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No Response
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Washington University at St. Louis
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Enlisted
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Syracuse University
University of  Rhode Island
San Diego State University
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No Response
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Binghamton University
No Response
No Response
New York University
Carnegie Mellon University
Boston University
Baruch College
University of  Wisconsin
No Response

Akshay Kapur

Anna Engelhardt

Esmeralda Sirias

Senior Edition 2020 Staff
Poojan Pandya - Chief Editor
Hayley Kalb - Managing Editor
Melitta Deljanin - Design Editor
Arjun Sahansra - Asst. Design Editor
Dave Riccuiti - Advisor 
We did it! Peace & <3! 



When schools across Long Island began to 
close as a result of the coronavirus, I remem-
ber being jealous as I wanted an extra break 
from school. In my last few days at Hills West, 
I remember desperately wanting to go home 
and desperately waiting for the call that school 
would be canceled the following day. Little 
did I know that our “break” in March would 
turn into the end of my high school career. 
 I’m sure I’m not alone when I say that 
I felt immense disappointment at the fact that 
huge events, like prom, were going to be can-
celed. It felt like everything our class had been 
looking forward to throughout high school had 
been ripped out from under us. That being said, 
Hills West still went out of their way to make 
sure that all the seniors were honored, and gave 
us memorable events that followed all pro-
tocol to keep the Hills West community safe. 
 First of all, seniors were given an ear-
ly start to summer. While this wasn’t a huge 
event, it was still a welcome surprise to be 
able to sleep in and not worry about classes. 
The extended summer was a great start for all 
of the larger events that followed. Hills West 
also organized a professional video to be tak-
en of students walking to “get their diploma.” 
This came very soon after caps and gowns 

were distributed- with a mini car parade and 
opportunity to see the teachers- and gave stu-
dents a chance to get all dressed up. Even 
though it may have felt awkward to throw our 
caps in the air for the camera, the video came 
out amazing, and students were able to view 
it on the day graduation was supposed to be. 
 Immediately following the video re-
cording, students were able to pose with their 
families in front of the school for professional 
graduation photos to be taken. These pictures 
were made available to students and their fami-
lies, and make for a great way to remember grad-
uating high school. Students were welcomed to 
come to drive through the school parking lot 
and pick up a goodie bag and a free Chick-Fil-
A lunch. The goodie bag included a class of 
2020 mask, class of 2020 bracelet, and candy. 
Chick-Fil-A provided chicken sandwiches for 
lunch. An event like this would have never have 
occurred under normal circumstances, so this 
was once in a lifetime for Hills West students. 
It was a nice, extra way to honor the seniors 
during a time when so much has changed. 
 Also on the original graduation date, 
students were able to drive through the park-
ing lot for a car parade. The front lot was deco-
rated with balloons and signs. Teachers were 
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were distributed- with a mini car parade and 
opportunity to see the teachers- and gave stu-
dents a chance to get all dressed up. Even 
though it may have felt awkward to throw our 
caps in the air for the camera, the video came 
out amazing, and students were able to view 
it on the day graduation was supposed to be. 
 Immediately following the video re-
cording, students were able to pose with their 
families in front of the school for professional 
graduation photos to be taken. These pictures 
were made available to students and their fami-
lies, and make for a great way to remember grad-
uating high school. Students were welcomed to 
come to drive through the school parking lot 
and pick up a goodie bag and a free Chick-Fil-
A lunch. The goodie bag included a class of 
2020 mask, class of 2020 bracelet, and candy. 
Chick-Fil-A provided chicken sandwiches for 
lunch. An event like this would have never have 
occurred under normal circumstances, so this 
was once in a lifetime for Hills West students. 
It was a nice, extra way to honor the seniors 
during a time when so much has changed. 
 Also on the original graduation date, 
students were able to drive through the park-
ing lot for a car parade. The front lot was deco-
rated with balloons and signs. Teachers were 

at the school holding posters they had made, 
and it was great to see our teachers whom we 
had not seen in months. The Dix Hills Fire De-
partment parked a fire engine at the school, 
and local firefighters and police officers came 
to congratulate the seniors. With car parades 
as the new normal celebration, it was the per-
fect way to honor the seniors and all of their 
hard work throughout their time at Hills West. 
 Lastly, seniors were given a gradua-
tion ceremony where they got to walk and 
claim their diplomas. Family members were 
able to watch as the students graduated. Stu-
dents went in four shifts and were given the 
full experience of walking up and getting their 
diploma. It was a way to feel a sense of nor-
malcy when so many events had been changed 
and was the perfect way to finish off the se-
nior events. Even though the abrupt end of 
senior year was not ideal, Hills West planned 
a ton of events to make the seniors feel spe-
cial and to make up for what was canceled. 
 In a way, it almost made senior year 
more memorable, as no other class is going 
to have events like these. While it wasn’t what 
we had planned, the events were the best way 
to celebrate in this crazy, unprecedented time.

by Hayley Kalb
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What Will YOu Miss The 
Most About West?

“The teachers who made my 

time at HSW memorable”

- Kayla Arnoux “Being in the same classes with my best friends.”- Matthew Meenan

“Seeing my friends 

everyday, visiting all 

of my favorite te
achers, 

and band concerts!”

- Sophia Vespoli

“The ability to get in-
volved in everything 
Hills West has to offer, 
and help to ensure that 
all students are able to 
have an amazing experi-
ence at West”
- Hayley Kalb

“The amazing organi-zations I’ve been lucky enough to be a part of: The Roundup, Fencing Team, TTT, DECA, and SNHS.”- Poojan Pandya

“The opportunities to express yourself and make a difference in the Hills West community”- Melitta Deljanin


