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The boys came into the playoffs as the 
League IV Champs with a 12-3-1 over-
all record that earned them a five seed 
in the grueling Suffolk County playoffs 
and home field advantage, which hasn’t 
happened in over five years. Coinciden-
tally, this set them up with a first round 
playoff matchup against number twelve 
seed rival Hills East!
 The Colts got off to a furious 
start with the first goal coming just 53 
seconds into the game against East, put 
into the back of the net by Will Gold-
baum. Goldbaum was on a tear and in 
the tenth minute scored again bring-
ing the score to 2-0. The pressure con-
tinued and just 10 minutes later West 
scored again, and at this point the game 
seemed out of reach for East. However, 
that couldn’t be further from the truth. 
 Towards the end of the first 
half, East put in two goals cutting the 
deficit to one, and more importantly 
momentum was on their side. When 
it rains it pours as East inconceivably 
scored two more goals giving them the 
lead and four unanswered for West. Just 

when all hope was 
lost, with 1:34 
left in the second 
half, Hills West 
recieved a penalty 
kick after a hand 
ball violation in 
the box. 
 Senior Cap-
tain Leo Musac-
chia hit it with 
ease and sent the 
game to overtime! 
Minutes later,  
none other than 
freshman Jona-
than Bragoli hit 
a shot in the bot-
tom left corner to 

keep the Colt’s season alive. Bragoli was 
ecstatic when talking about that goal, 
“This game was emotional for everyone. 
We played as a team and won as team, 
so when I scored the winning goal in 
overtime it was celebrated as it should 
have, as a team.” When Goldbaum was 
asked how the team was able to keep 
their composure under these high 
stress conditions he said, “We have pre-
pared for these situations throughout 
the whole season. Overtime is nothing 
new to us as we constantly keep our wits 
about us and play our game.” 
 The team’s next trial came 
against number thirteen seed Sachem 
East who upset Huntington 2-1 in a 
shootout. This time Hills West found 
their stride early and never let up the 
entire game. The Colts struck first as 
Musacchia picked up right as he left off 
with a goal midway through the first 
half that was assisted by Zach Dahl. 
If it wasn’t for the impressive play of 
Sachem East defender Sunny Gu, the 
scoreboard would have definitely been 

higher in West’s favor. The game was 
iced when Leo Musacchia scored again 
with under two minutes to play. Ben-
ny Nacht and the entire defense got a 
shutout and an undefeated home field 
record. This set the Colts up with their 
toughest task yet, trying to defeat num-
ber one seed Commack on the road who 
only lost one game all year.
 For Commack, this was their 
chance for revenge. They remembered 
all too painfully when West knocked 
them off in the first round of the 2015 
playoffs 1-0 in OT. Predictably in very 
cold and windy weather, the game was 
a defensive battle. The grit and mental 
stamina that was shared by both squads 
was captivating. At the end of regulation 
nothing gave, which meant the most 
electrifying words in Soccer: Golden 
Goal. The tension in the stands was pal-
pable; both crowds watching anxiously 
not wanting their team’s season to end. 
Six minutes in, Commack had a point 
blank shot that sailed over the crossbar. 
 Minutes later, Musacchia re-
ceived the ball off of a throw in and was 
able to put it in. Asked what it felt like to 
score in that fashion Leo responded, “It 
was great to be able to score the game 
winner and help us get through to the 
County finals.” 
 “Winning tight games allows us 
to stay calm throughout the early por-
tion of the game knowing we have the 
ability to play well down the stretch...
and in the end achieve our goal, which  
from day one was to compete for the 
Long Island Championship.”
 The County Champi-
onship game is today at 6:30 
p.m. in Islip. Make sure you are 
there to show your support! 
Go Colts! 
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Senior Leo Musacchia! 



The Hills West Colts put the finish-
ing touches on another successful regu-
lar season with a dominant 28-0 victory 
over West Babylon last Saturday.  The 
win improved their record to 6-2, and 
enabled them to lock up the #2 seed in 
the upcoming playoffs.  
 The Colts enter the playoffs rid-
ing high: winning 5 of their last 6 and 
3 straight!  In that stretch the offense 
has averaged 33 points per game while 
the defense has been stingy in allowing 
just 9. Despite their recent success the 
season wasn’t all smooth sailing for the 
Colts. 
 The turning point came after a 
disheartening  33-7 week 2 home loss 
to the league champions Westhampton 
Hurricanes (8-0).  That uninspired per-
formance led  Coach Madden to call out 
his players, “they have to stop reading 
their press clippings and actually go out 
there and practice and get it done.”  He 
even took it a step further, “right now 
our so called ‘big time players’ are not 
playing like ‘big time players’ and that 
has to change.”  
 That strongly worded message 
resonated with his team and propelled 
them to a 5-1 record down the stretch.  
The improved play was immediately 
evident on both sides of the ball high-
lighted by the leaders of both units. In 
addition to the elevated performance of 
the players Coach Madden continuous-
ly credited his staff for their exceptional 
game planning, preparation and ability 
to get the players to “buy in to the Hills 
West mentality.” 
 Every year the younger players 
are indoctrinated into the system and 
guided by the examples set from the 
upperclassman and leaders of the team. 
This season one of the aforementioned 
leaders is Senior DT Jimmy Regateiro.  
He anchors the defensive line and Cap-

tains a defense that has really 
gelled of late, pitching 2 shut-
outs and yielding just 7 points 
in their last 3 games.  If there 
is any truth to the old saying 
“defense wins champion-
ships” then Hills West is cer-
tainly looking good heading 
into the playoffs.  
 The offense is led by 
Jr QB Gerald Fillardi and 
his dangerous skill position 
weapons RB Deyvon Wright 
and WR Jeff Terry.  The im-
pressive trio has combined 
for 19 TDs in 8 regular season 

games and will need to continue to pro-
duce in the playoffs if the team is going 
to make it back to the Championship 
game again this year.  
 An additional spark has been 
provided all year by sophomore RB Jus-
tin Brown.  Earlier this season Coach 
Madden said to me in his weekly spot 
“it’s not how you start, it’s how you fin-
ish.” 
 It all kicks off this Satur-
day at 2 p.m. @ home against 
the 7 seed, Eastport South 
Manor. Lets go Colts!

Once again, the Hills Lady Colts and 
Thunderbirds made HHH proud, fin-
ishing another fantastic regular season.
 At 6-2, they enter the heart of 
the postseason with high expectations, 
placing second in the league champion-
ship and sending nearly 10 swimmers to 

counties this upcoming weekend.
 Although not able to match last 
season’s undefeated run after the gradu-
ation of Rhea Randhawa and Kelly Len-
non, the 2017 group has been resilient, 
and is now a serious contender for the 
County Championship.
 After losing 2 out of their first 3 
meets, the girls rallied to win 5 straight, 
entering November with a wave of mo-
mentum. On that run, the team never 
lost a 200 medley relay, jumpstarting 
every meet with an early lead.
 Seniors Mikaylie DePalma, Ju-
lia Davi, and Kristina Kontos led the 
way, alongside juniors Nicole Duff, Al-
lison Rogers, and Elizabeth Park.
 When asked about her team’s 
success, Kontos replied, “I’m proud of 
how hard the team has worked through-
out the season and how well we handle 
both the success and the failure. I’m 
thrilled to see the team put so much ef-
fort towards improving each day.”
 What’s most exciting about this 
team is their broad range of talent, re-
gardless of age. In the aforementioned 
success of the 200 medley relay, each 
meet saw a different combination of 
swimmers. It was never a fixed lineup, 
as everyone could fill in for one anoth-

er and still bring home 
a victory. Freshmen Lexi 
Kauffman and Maya Ger-
ber often proved their tal-
ents in this way, not simply 
filling in for seniors, but 
establishing their place as 
dominant competitors for 
the future of Hills Swim-
ming.
 While states is some-
thing the team doesn’t 
want to give up thought 
about, their primary focus 
is still the County Champi-
onship this Saturday. 
 They understand the 
effort they’ve put in thus 
far, and know they aren’t 
done just yet. And as we 
know, a title would not 
only fulfill their own goals 
entering the season, but 
would also add to the lega-

cy of the last decade of dominance we’ve 
seen from this team.
Swimming  this Saturday, 
November 4 @ 10:00 a.m.     
Suffolk Community College – 
Brentwood. 

Junior Deyvon Wright!

Freshman Julia Bisbee


