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	 The	 Half	 Hollow	 Hills	
School	 District	 is	 currently	
facing	 a	 massive	 budget	 gap	
caused	by	a	projected	15	per-
cent	 decline	 in	 enrollment	
over	two	years,	and	a	tax	cap,	
both	 resulting	 in	 less	 money	
for	 specific	programs,	 schools	
and	 salaries.	 Though	 all	 cuts	
have	not	been	determined,	the	
Board	of	Education	has	made	
definite	 reductions	 based	 on	
surveys	 and	 budget	 meetings.
	 These	 factors	 have	
created	 a	 whirlwind	 of	 specu-
lation	 as	 to	 the	 future	 of	 the	
Half	 Hollow	 Hills	 Central	

School	 District.	 Rumors	 have	
been	 circulating	 of	 the	 pos-
sible	 closing	 of	 Chestnut	 Hill	
Elementary	 School,	 Candle-
wood	Middle	School,	and	even	
High	 School	 West.	 Many	 par-
ents	 and	 students	 were	 natu-
rally	 concerned	 when	 letters	
confirming	 these	 possibilities	
were	 sent	 out	 to	 homes	 dur-
ing	 December	 Break.	 The	 let-
ters	 listed	 out	 proposed	 cuts	
for	 the	 2013-2014	 school	 year,	
cuts	 that	 would	 affect	 a	 ma-
jority	 of	 the	 student	 body.
	 First	 off,	 many	 are	
wondering	 why	 the	 school	
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	 The	 features	 of	 a	 Die	
Hard	film	require	little	thought,	but	
that’s	the	beauty	of	action	movies.	
Since	its	debut	in	1988,	Bruce	Willis	
and	 his	 Jersey	 attitude	 have	 been	
giving	the	hard-nosed	movie	fanat-
ics	exactly	what	they	came	to	see.		
However,	when	the		5th	installment	
of	the	Die	Hard	series,	A	Good	Day	
to	 Die	 Hard,	 was	 released,	 many	
questioned	whether	Bruce	Willis’s	
age	 would	 have	 any	 effect	 on	 the	
film’s	action.	 	
	 The	film’s	aggressive	atti-
tude	is	imminent	even	in	the	tag	line	
for	the	movie,	“Yippee	Ki-Yay	Moth-
er	Russia.”		Some,	like	sophomore	
Eric	Sabshon,	enjoyed	this	attitude.	
“[It	is	the]	best	movie	I’ve	seen	so	
far	this	year.	The	action	was	fantas-
tic,	and	the	explosions	jolted	every-
one	in	the	theater.”		But,	there	is	no	
denying	 that	 Willis	 was	 no	 longer	
as	young	as	he	was	in	1988.	

	 57-year-old	 Willis’	 role	 in	
the	 film	 is	 modernized,	 for	 Willis	
still	jumped	out	of	planes	and	build-
ings.	 “Bruce	 Willis	 seems	 to	 be	 al-
ways	at	his	prime.	Although	physi-
cally	 he	 looks	 older,	 he	 can	 still	
perform	just	as	well	as	an	actor	and	
in	stunts,”	Sabshon	commented.	As	
long	 as	 the	 series	 continues	 to	 be	
successful,	 Bruce	 Willis	 will	 own	
the	 irreplaceable	 role	 as	 the	 lead	
part	of	John	Maclain.	
	 Willis	 is	 not	 the	 only	 old	
dog	still	in	the	game	of	action	mov-
ies	 in	 recent	 years.	 In	 the	 initial	
months	of	2013	alone,	the	industry	
saw	the	releases	of	The	Last	Stand,	
starring	 the	 iconic	 65-year-old	 Ar-
nold	 Schwarzenegger,	 and	 Bullet	
to	 the	Head,	another	action	movie	
starring	an	aged	Sylvester	Stallone,	
who’s	 still	 killing	 bad	 guys	 at	 66.	
The	 Last	 Stand	 followed	 the	 story	
of	 Schwarzenegger	 playing	 a	 small	

town	sheriff	who	becomes	 the	 last	
hope	to	take	on	a	vicious	drug	lord	
making	his	way	through	to	the	Mex-
ican	border.	Bullet	to	the	Head	tells	
the	story	of	a	hitman	played	by	Stal-
lone	and	a	cop	who	team	up	to	take	
down	a	common	enemy.	Both	films	
were	 similar	 because	 they	 starred	
aging	 iconic	 action	 stars	 from	 the	
80’s,	but	were	also	similar	in	the	fact	
that	both	films	were	gigantic	box	of-
fice	disasters.	 	
	 What	 exactly	 caused	
these	two	films	to	flop	so	hard?	Stal-
lone	 seemed	 to	 have	 been	 enjoy-
ing	 success	 with	 his	 two	 Expend-
ables	 films,	 which	 both	 Willis	 and	
Schwarzenegger	 starred	 in	 along-
side	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 behemoth	 of	
an	 action-star	 ensemble.	 The	 Last	
Stand	grossed	only	$31.3	million	on	
a	 $45	 million	 budget,	 while	 Bullet	
to	 the	Head	 fared	 far	worse	 in	 the	
box	office	with	only	$13	million	on	a	

budget	of	$55	million.	On	the	other	
hand,	Die	Hard	seems	 to	be	doing	
alright	for	itself,	so	far	grossing	$186	
million	 on	 a	 $92	 million	 budget,	
with	at	least	a	good	few	more	weeks	
in	 its	 wide	 theatrical	 run.	 This	 is	
most	likely	due	to	the	fact	that	Die	
Hard	is	the	fourth	sequel	in	a	long-
running	 series	 of	 action	 films	 with	
an	iconic	character,	while	the	other	
two	 movies	 are	 original	 films	 with	
no	 nostalgic	 character	 to	 back	 the	
film	 up.	 Bullet	 and	 Stand	 clearly	
are	relying	on	the	weight	their	stars	
carry	far	too	much	to	pull	in	ticket	
sales,	but	that	is	clearly	not	enough.
	 Society	 will	 always	 have	
an	 appreciation	 for	 the	 previous	
works	 	 such	 as	 Predator,	 Rambo,	
and	 the	 original	 Die	 Hard	 films.	
However,	 unless	 it’s	 a	 sequel,	 it	
doesn’t	seem	that	nostalgia	will	be	
enough	for	some	filmmakers	to	tell	
the	 stories	 they	want	 to	 tell.	Don’t	

feel	 sad	 for	 Stallone	 and	 Schwar-
zenegger	 though.	They	might	have	
lost	this	round,	but	all	will	be	rem-
edied	 when	 The	 Expendables	 3	
hits	 theaters	 in	 2014.	 Audiences	 of	
the	 action	 genre	 tend	 to	 lean	 to-
ward	 the	 familiar,	 and	 don’t	 mind	
revisiting	 an	 old	 series.	 It’s	 part	
of	 the	 reason	 why	 A	 Good	 Day	 to	
Die	 Hard	 can	 financially	 succeed,	
despite	 overwhelmingly	 negative	
reception	in	the	critical	field,	where	
only	a	whopping	16%	of	181	film	crit-
ics	 gave	 the	 film	 a	 positive	 review	
on	Rotten	Tomatoes.	
	 Don’t	expect	too	many	of	
Dad’s	 favorite	 action	 hero’s	 to	 be	
coming	 back	 for	 original	 stories.	
Their	age	may	slowly	cause	them	to	
fade	away	from	the	movie	business,	
but	 if	 one	 thing	 is	 for	 sure,	 these	
men	will	 certainly	not	allow	 them-
selves	 to	 go	 out	 with	 a	 whimper.

Aging
Action
Stars

Miles	Essner	and	Harry	Kolk

Love In MotionSenior Banquet
	 Senior	Banquet	on	Friday,	March	1st	was	
quite	 the	 social	 gathering.	 As	 students	 fun-
neled	into	the	“Winter	Wonderland”	decorat-
ed	gymnasium,	they	could	not	help	but	feel	
united	 with	 the	 senior	 class.	 Everyone	 was	
socializing	and	having	fun.
	 “Senior	banquet	was	a	great	opportunity	
to	dress	up,	hang	out	and	talk	to	the	people	
who	 you	 wouldn’t	 typically	 hang	 out	 with	
on	 a	 weekend,	 but	 you	 still	 consider	 good	
friends	 of	 yours,”	 explained	 Mia	 Pitsironis.	
With	 everyone	 driven	 to	 be	 dressed	 nicely	
and	have	a	good	time,	the	party	was	off	to	a	
good	start.
	 With	 the	 underclassman	 and	 teachers	
helping	with	 the	 festivities	by	 serving	 food,	
the	 seniors	 were	 treated	 to	 a	 great	 night.	

“This	year’s	Senior	Banquet	was	one	of	 the	best	Banquets	ever	at	
West.	All	 the	students	 looked	great	and	behaved	wonderfully!	The	
magical	 ‘Winter	 Wonderland’	 decor,	 great	 food,	 and	 entertaining	
superlatives	completed	a	 fantastic	night	 for	all	 to	remember,”	com-
mented	math	teacher	Mrs.	O’Grady.
	 Although	 the	 banquet	 had	 some	 positive	 feedback,	 it	
was	 hard	 to	 find	 someone	 who	 didn’t	 have	 at	 least	 one	 criticism.	
“I	 thought	 the	school	did	an	excellent	 job	providing	us	with	 food,	
and	 the	underclassmen	were	certainly	very	respectful	and	courte-
ous	throughout	the	night.	However,	I	felt	that	the	audio	system	and	
overall	organization	could	use	a	little	work	for	next	year,”	said	San-
jay	Jonnavithula.	The	general	consensus	was	that	the	entire	banquet	
needed	some	improvements,	but	it	did	not	stop	people	from	having	
a	good	time.
	 One	 of	 the	 main	 reasons	 people	 came	 to	 Senior	 Banquet	
was	 to	hear	 the	winners	of	 the	 superlatives.	Ultimately,	 the	 “Most	
Likely	to	Rule	the	World”	category	was	taken	out,	but	the	rest	of	the	
winners	are	listed	to	the	left.	

Beauty,	Brains,	and	Brawn:	
Luke	Stampfl	and	Julia	DiMaria

Most	Athletic:	
Tyler	Grimaldi	and	Julia	DiMaria

Best	Dressed:	
Sal	Lovaglio	and	Aanchal	Gulati

Most	Likely	to	Succeed:	
Jared	Silberlust	and	Julie	Park

Class	Clown:	
Roman	Tirone	and	Ana	Alhoud

Mr.	and	Mrs.	Hills	West:	
Frankie	Cormio	and	Tedi	Mariotti

Most	Likely	to	be	Late	to	Gradua-
tion:	
Mandeep	Singh	and	Jackie	Kantrow-
itz

Most	Likely	to	be	on	a	Reality	TV	Show:	
Anthony	Zulferino	and	Jessica	Kim

Worst	Senioritis:	J
osh	Nackman	and	Dani	Sacco

Most	Unforgettable:	
Max	Cortina	and	Mia	Pitsironis

Most	Artistic:	
Max	Cortina	and	Jess	Gallagher

Most	Likely	to	Bring	Home	to	Your	
Parents:	
Constantine	Diakakis	and	Jillian	Bass

Best	Couple:	
Randy	Davis	and	Deborah	Myrtil

Most	Musical:	
Greg	Georges	and	Lauren	Toscano

Best	Smile:	
Max	Goldberg	and	Esprit	Parker

Scan For Banquet 
Video

Arindam Jurakhan

Credit:	Photo	Journalism

1988	Die	Hard
Credit:	20th	Century	Fox

2013	Die	Hard
Credit:	20th	Century	Fox
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Love In Motion

Briefly tell the story of how you became involved with Love in Motion. How 
did you meet the others? Was there an audition? How did you learn about 
it and prepare?

	“Dom	(keytarist)	called	me	up	during	the	summer,	offering	me	a	position	in	a	
pop	band.	At	first	I	did	not	make	it	in,	but	after	the	old	lead	singer	left	I	took	his	
place	and	went	right	to	the	studio.	I	didn’t	have	much	time	to	prepare	but	I	did	
my	best	to	make	a	lasting	impression	on	my	fellow	band	members.”

High	School	West	is	an	environ-
ment	filled	with	students	of	ex-
traordinary	talent	ranging	in	all	
possible	 fields	 such	 as	 sports,	
academics,	 arts,	 and	 music.	 If	
there’s	 one	 thing	 the	 students	
of	this	school	have	never	failed	
to	do,	it’s	to	surprise	the	rest	of	

You guys seem to have fans all up and down a good portion of the East 
coast. How did your band go about gaining fame in multiple states?

	“We’ve	had	a	good	amount	of	success	online	by	being	very	active	with	Face-
book,	Twitter,	iTunes	and	Spotify.	We	also	go	out	to	shows	along	the	east	coast	
to	promote	our	band	by	handing	out	promotion	cards	to	as	many	people	as	we	
can.”

What is it like the day of a big show? Do you guys do anything to prepare?

	“During	the	day	of	a	big	show,	we	usually	like	to	joke	around	and	lighten	the	
mood	for	as	long	as	we	can	before	our	set.”

I went to your show at “The Emporium” in Patchogue back in December 
and the crowd was absolutely insane for you guys. What’s it like playing 
for a crowd of hundreds of people? Has it gotten any easier after doing 
more and more shows?

	“At	first	it	was	quite	awkward	for	me	because	I	had	never	been	in	a	serious	
band	before,	but	I	learn	more	from	every	performance.	Instead	of	getting	ner-
vous	before	my	set,	I	now	feel	energized	and	excited	to	be	on	stage	and	see	all	
of	my	fans.”

You guys just announced last week your upcoming show with Jake Miller. 
How did that come about happening?

“We	met	with	Jake’s	tour	manager	during	our	last	show	with	Allstar	Weekend	
and	Cute	is	What	We	Aim	For	and	we	got	along	very	well.	After	that	he	offered	
us	a	spot	for	Jake’s	show	in	New	Jersey	at	the	Encore	Event	Center.”

How would you summarize your experience with Love in Motion?

“Being	in	Love	in	Motion	is	an	amazing	experience.	It	has	always	been	my	
dream	to	be	the	front	man	of	a	band,	no	matter	what	genre.	I	am	blessed	to	be	a	
part	of	it.”

	Love	in	Motion’s	music	and	activity	can	be	followed	on	any	social	media	outlet,	
such	as	Facebook,	Twitter,	Instagram,	and	Youtube,	with	music	available	on	
iTunes.	The	community	of	High	School	West	would	like	to	wish	Matt	Weiss	and	
his	band	luck	in	pursing	their	passions	and	dreams,	something	all	students	
should	aspire	to	do.

Is this a project you can see yourself sticking with for a decent amount of 
time in the future?

	“I	have	no	idea	what	the	future	will	bring	but	I	know	that	I	want	to	sing	and	
perform	for	as	long	as	I	possibly	can.”

Harry	Kolk

Credit:	Photo	Journalism

their	peers	with	 just	what	 they	
can	 become	 at	 such	 a	 young	
age.	
	 Just	 two	 years	 ago,	
West	 had	 senior	 Tobias	 Harris	
receiving	 national	 attention	 for	
his	achievements	 in	basketball.	
Harris	 currently	 plays	 in	 the	

NBA	 for	 the	 Orlando	 Magic.	
Today	 there’s	 another	 senior	
making	a	name	for	himself,	but	
this	time	as	a	lead	singer	on	the	
music	scene.	Senior	Matt	Weiss	
and	 his	 pop	 band	 Love	 in	 Mo-
tion	have	only	been	around	for	
less	 than	 a	 year,	 but	 have	 al-

ready	 developed	 a	 fan	 base	 in	
the	thousands.		
	 They	have	played	sold	
out	 shows	 at	 venues	 in	 New	
York,	 New	 Jersey,	 and	 even	
Philadelphia.	On	February	19th,	
the	band	announced	their	show	
with	Jake	Miller,	an	up	and	com-

ing	 rapper	 with	 over	 100,000	
fans	on	Facebook	and	Twitter.	I	
sat	down	with	lead	singer	Weiss	
recently	to	get	more	on	what	ex-
actly	the	Love	in	Motion	story	is	
all	about.
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	 After	 eight	 years	
of	 rule,	 Pope	 Benedict’s	
retirement	from	his	posi-
tion	of	 authority	 in	Vati-
can	 City	 on	 Thursday,	
February	 28th,	 marks	 a	
significant	historical	mo-
ment	in	modern	history.	
For	 nearly	 6	 centuries,	
Pope	Benedict	XVI’s	pre-
vious	 successors	 have	
abided	 by	 the	 tradition	
of	ruling	for	the	duration	
of	 their	 entire	 life.	 How-
ever,	 the	 Pope’s	 radical	
decision	 sparks	 further	
suspicion	 as	 to	 why	 he	
may	 be	 terminating	 his	
rule.	As	the	leader	of	the	
Roman	Catholic	Church,	
the	 Pope’s	 retirement	
temporarily	 left	 the	
Church	 in	 the	 hands	 of	
the	 Vatican	 police	 until	

The Spirit of Change in Modern History

the	new	Pope	was	elect-
ed	by	the	Cardinals.												
	 Despite	 Pope	
Benedict	 XVI’s	 public	
claim	 that	 his	 age	 was	
hindering	 him	 from	
demonstrating	 a	 strong	
leadership	to	the	Roman	
Catholic	 Church’s	 1.2	
billion	 followers	 around	
the	world,	many	believe	
that	 his	 retirement	 was,	
in	part,	due	to	numerous	
scandals	 involving	 reli-
gious	officials	during	this	
time.	Earlier	in	February,	
news	 erupted	 announc-
ing	 the	 resignation	 of	
Cardinal	 Keith	 O’Brien.	
O’Brien,	 the	 archbishop	
of	 the	 United	 Kingdom,	
was	 allegedly	 convicted	
of	 inappropriate	 behav-

ior	towards	other	priests.	
Originally,	 O’Brien	 in-
tended	on	resigning	from	
his	 position	 on	 his	 75th	
birthday	 in	 mid-March;	
however,	 Pope	 Benedict	
XVI	 ordered	 for	 his	 im-
mediate	resignation	from	
the	Church	clergy.	
	 Furthermore,	 ear-
lier	 in	 December,	 scan-
dals	had	been	circulating	
with	 regards	 to	 black-
mail	 of	 several	 homo-
sexual	 priests	 by	 male	
prostitutes	 in	 Rome,	
leading	many	to	wonder	
if	the	newly	elected	Pope	
will	alleviate	the	Church	
of	 its	 recent	 scandal-
ous	reputation.	 As	
the	 Pope	 met	 with	 the	
Cardinals	 on	 the	 final	

day	 of	 his	 authority,	 he	
urged	 the	 Cardinals	 to	
“work	like	an	orchestra”	
to	mend	 the	dissonance	
in	benefit	of	the	Church.	
	 Through	 the	 light	
and	 the	 dark	 times	 of	
the	 Pope’s	 rule	 and	 his	
decision	 to	 retire	 from	
his	position,	Pope	Bene-
dict	 XVI	 has	 promised	
to	 remain	 faithful	 to	 the	
Roman	 Catholic	 Church	
and	 intends	 to	 return	 to	
the	Vatican	City	after	his	
temporary	 residence	 in	
Castel	 Gandolfo.	 “I	 am	
simply	 a	 pilgrim	 begin-
ning	the	last	leg	of	his	pil-
grimage	 on	 this	 Earth,”	
stated	 Pope	 Benedict	
XVI	 in	 his	 final	 speech	
to	the	papal	public	audi-

ence	on	Thursday.	 	
	 On	 Wednesday,	
March	 13th,	 thousands	
gathered	 in	 the	 Vatican	
to	 celebrate	 the	 Cardi-
nals	 selection	 of	 new	
pope,	 Jorge	 Mario	 Ber-
goglio,	 who	 will	 be	 go-
ing	by	Francis.	Although	
Pope	Francis	I	was	born	
in	Italy,	he	grew	up	in	Ar-
gentina,	 and	 is	 the	 first	
of	South	American	to	be	
chosen	to	lead	the	Cath-
olic	Church.	
	 Francis	addressed	
the	 people	 and	 asked	
them	to	pray	for	him,	say-
ing	 that	 “we’ll	 see	 each	
other	soon.”	Francis	 I	 is	
the	 first	 non-European	
to	hold	 the	 title	of	pope	
in	over	1,200	years	of	the	
Church’s	history.

It	has	been	nearly	600	years	since	a	Pope	last	retired.

	Credit:	BBC	News

Monica	Chen
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	 In	 a	 world	 of	 innova-
tion,	 technology	 that	 seemed	
new	 to	 us	 ten	 years	 ago	 is	
quickly	 becoming	 obsolete.	
Watching	 television	 is,	 and	
has	 been,	 a	 main	 pastime	

for	 many	 American	 families.	
Sitting	 down	 at	 a	 television	
show’s	 programmed	 time	
was	the	only	way	to	catch	the	
newest	 episode	 of	 a	 favorite	
show.	 Now,	 fast	 forward	 to	

2013.	 There	 are	 endless	 pos-
sibilities	 to	watching	 that	one	
televsion	show	that	you	 love.	
With	Hulu,	Netfl	ix,	DVR,	illegal	
downloading	 and	 more,	 it’s	
impossible	 to	 fall	 completely	
behind	on	the	stories	of	your	
favorite	 dramas,	 comedies,	
or	reality	shows.	 	
	 Christopher	Knieste,	a	
senior	with	many	AP	courses	
fi	lling	his	schedule,	has	virtu-
ally	 no	 time	 for	 distractions,	
such	as	TV,	during	 the	week.	
“I	 mainly	 record	 shows	 and	
watch	them	when	I	have	more	
time,	 like	 on	 the	 weekends,”	
Knieste	 commented.	 Many	
students	 with	 DVR	 or	 Tivo	
programs	 enjoy	 watching	
their	shows	on	the	actual	TV,	
but	on	their	own	time	and	not	
on	 the	 show’s	 regular	 night.
	 Others,	 like	 junior	
Amanda	 Davis,	 prefer	 catch-

*How	Do	You	Watch	Your	Television?
ing	 their	 shows	 on	 Internet	
sites,	like	Hulu.	“[Hulu]	has	all	
of	my	shows	on	it.	I	watch	a	lot	
of	Fox	shows,	 like	The	Mindy	
Project,	 and	 ABC	 shows	 that	
are	all	on	Hulu,”	stated	Davis.	
Watching	 on	 the	 computer	
may	 seem	 easy	 to	 some,	 but	
for	 others	 it	 becomes	 a	 dis-
traction.	 Junior	 Amanda	 Tro-
endle	commented	that	watch-
ing	 shows	 on	 the	 computer	
makes	her	 feel	 like	she	could	
be	 doing	 something	 more	
productive,	like	homework.	“I	
rarely	watch	TV.	I	don’t	follow	
any	 shows	 or	 anything	 like	
that.	 But	 when	 I	 do,	 I	 watch	
stuff	on	 the	actual	TV	as	 it	 is	
playing	live,”	commented	Tro-
endle,	a	rare	fi	nd	in	this	age	of	
technology.	 	
	 With	all	of	 these	new	
modes	of	watching	television,	
it	is	no	wonder	that	some	stu-

dents	fi	nd	television	shows	to	
be	 the	 main	 thing	 distracting	
them	 from	 their	 studies.	 But	
even	with	watching	television	
shows	 on	 the	 computer	 be-
coming	increasingly	more	pop-
ular,	a	recent	poll	on	the	Hills	
West	Roundup	website	shows	
that	 watching	 on	 the	 slightly	
bigger	 screen	 of	 a	 real	 televi-
sion	is	still	better.	What	do	you	
think?	 Scan	 the	 QR	 code	 to	
the	 Hills	 West	 Roundup	 web-
site	and	cast	your	vote	today!

Scan	QR	to	View	Poll

Lea	Silverman

Hills West Not Closing, but Changes are Ahead
district	 is	 proposing	 massive	
budget	 cuts.	 In	 addition	 to	 a	
tough	 economy	 and	 declin-
ing	 enrollment,	 the	 cuts	 stem	
from	a	new	state	implemented	
school	district	budget	formula,	
known	 as	 the	 “2%	 Property	
Tax	 Levy	 Cap.”	 	 The	 formula	
requires	 that	 the	 Half	 Hollow	
Hills	 Central	 School	 District	
makes	 an	 estimated	 9.5	 mil-
lion	 dollars	 of	 budget	 reduc-
tions	 for	 the	 2013-2014	 school	
year.	 To	 make	 these	 neces-
sary	 reductions,	 the	 Board	 of	
Education	 considered	 closing	
schools.	 	 Closing	 Hills	 West	
would	have	largely	closed	the	
impending	budget	gap,	saving	
5	million	dollars	a	year,	while	
shutting	 down	 Candlewood	
Middle	 School	 or	 Chestnut	
Hill	Elementary	School	would	
have	 saved	 2.5	 million	 and	 1	
million	 dollars,	 respectively.
	 On	January	7th,	many	
concerned	parents	packed	the	
district	 wide	 meeting	 at	 Hills	
East	 to	 speak	 their	 minds.	
Parents	 asked	 a	 variety	 of	
questions,	 ranging	 from	 the	
budget	 gaps	 effect	 on	 class	
sizes	to	the	amount	of	income	
brought	 in	 by	 the	 district’s	
swimming	 pool.	 A	 full	 list	 of	
the	 questions	 submitted	 at	
the	 meeting	 can	 be	 found	
online	 at	 the	 following	 link,	
along	 with	 other	 community	

budget	resources:	http://www.
halfhollowhills.k12.ny.us/
page.cfm?p=977748.		
	 Among	 the	 other	 re-
sources	 found	 at	 this	 link	 are	
the	 results	 of	 a	 budget	 sur-
vey	created	by	 the	District,	 in	
which	5,457	community	mem-
bers	participated.	This	survey	
showed	that	a	mere	25	percent	
of	 parents,	 staff,	 and	 commu-

nity	 members	 were	 in	 favor	
of	 closing	 Hills	 West,	 while	
42	 percent	 supported	 clos-
ing	 Candlewood	 and	 64	 per-
cent	supported	shutting	down	
Chestnut	Hill.	With	the	parents	
comments	 and	 the	 results	 of	
the	Districtwide	budget	survey	
in	mind,	 the	Half	Hollow	Hills	
Central	School	District	Board	of	
Education	 has	 begun	 to	 make	
cuts	 to	 next	 year’s	 budget.
	 “It	 is	 important	 to	
make	 sure	 there	 is	 a	 balance	
within	 the	 entire	 district	 and	
establish	 a	 long	 term	 plan,”	
explained	 Board	 of	 Education	
Trustee	 Betty	 DeSabato,	 “A	

steering	committee	will	be	es-
tablished	to	review	the	demog-
raphers	report	and	look	at	the	
number	of	new	developments	
and	 feeding	 patterns.	 This	
committee	 will	 make	 a	 rec-
ommendation	 to	 the	 Board	 of	
Education	on	how	they	should	
move	forward.”	DeSabato	stat-
ed	 that	 the	 district	 has	 been	
“working	with	 the	Superinten-

dent	 and	 the	 District	 Admin-
istrative	 team”	 to	 ensure	 fair	
reductions	in	the	budget.	Also,	
the	budget	process	will	be	the	
same	 for	 2014-15	 unless	 the	
Governor	 repeals	 the	 2%	 Tax	
Cap	 Legislation,	 implying	 that	
there	 may	 be	 a	 similar	 series	
of	 budget	 reductions	 coming.
	 The	 district	 has	 thus	
decided	 to	 make	 numerous	
smaller	cuts	 to	close	 the	bud-
get	gap	instead	of	closing	entire	
schools.	What	are	 the	defi	nite	
changes	 made?	 At	 both	 West	
Hollow	and	Candlewood,	there	
will	 be	 eight	 period	 days	 im-
plemented,	 saving	 $3,738,424.		

At	both	high	schools,	students	
are	 going	 to	 have	 to	 pay	 ap-
proximately	 500	 dollars	 for	
drivers	 education	 classes,	 re-
ducing	 spending	 by	 $317,237.	
On	the	elementary	school	lev-
el,	 all	 health	 teachers	 will	 be	
let	go,	saving	another	$218,584.	
Also,	the	district	will	be	cutting	
assistant	sport	coaches.	These	
changes,	along	with	the	money	
saved	 through	 declining	 en-
rollment,	 have	 so	 far	 reduced	
the	 overall	 gap	 of	 9.5	 million	
dollars	 to	 just	 over	 2	 milion	
dollars.	 The	 District	 is	 likely	
to	 announce	 more	 cuts	 at	 fu-
ture	budget	meetings,	a	sched-
ule	of	which	can	be	 found	on	
the	 Half	 Hollow	 Hills	 website.
	 Many	students	at	Hills	
West	 expressed	 animosity	 to-
wards	 these	 proposed	 cuts.	
“It’s	 terrible,”	 commented	
freshman	 Max	 Austin,	 “The	
school	 should	 not	 make	 the	
students	 pay	 for	 education-
al	 classes.	 I	 think	 it	 makes	
more	 sense	 for	 the	 district	
to	 close	 the	 planetarium.”		
“I	 think	 it’s	 ridiculous,	 but	
since	 it’s	 necessary	 there	
aren’t	 really	 any	 other	 op-
tions	 I	 guess.	 It’s	 kinda	 sad	
though	 because	 it’s	 a	 shame	
to	see	people	get	fi	red	and	lose	
jobs,”	added	junior	Doug	Notti.		
	 On	 the	 other	 hand,	
teachers	 offered	 a	 different	

perspective.	 “Drivers	 educa-
tion	 is	 a	 privilege	 that	 many	
schools	 do	 not	 offer	 to	 their	
students.	 We	 should	 be	 grate-
ful	 that	 we	 have	 such	 a	 won-
derful	 school	 where	 we	 can	
take	 these	 classes,”	 stated	
English	 teacher	 Mrs.	 Benson.
	 What	 does	 all	 this	
mean	 for	 Hills	 West	 students?		
Well,	 concerned	 students	 and	
faculty	 can	 breathe	 a	 sigh	 of	
relief	 that	 High	 School	 West	
will	live	to	see	another	school	
year.	 Unfortunately,	 in	 these	
hard	economic	times,	the	Half	
Hollow	 Hills	 community	 will	
have	 to	make	sacrifi	ces	 to	en-
sure	the	success	of	all	students	
in	 the	 district.	 It	 is	 currently	
still	unclear	as	to	the	extent	of	
the	budget	cuts	for	our	school,	
or	 if	 things	 will	 ever	 return	
back	to	normal	in	Half	Hollow	
Hills.	However,	 it	 is	 important	
for	 students	 to	 keep	 in	 mind	
the	 great	 opportunities	 that	
are	still	available.	

Anthony	Passela

Credit:	Lexi	Weber
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Promposals
	 Over	 the	 past	 few	 school	 years,	 asking	 someone	
to	 the	 Prom	 at	 West	 has	 reached	 a	 whole	 new	 level,	 in-
volving	 banners,	 roses	 and	 post-it	 covered	 cars,	 creating	
a	 new	 term,	 the	 promposal.	 This	 year,	 promposals	 have	
started	 exceptionally	 early	 and	 have	 been	 extremely	 ex-
travagant.	 Ever	 since	 the	 beginning	 of	 February,	 students	
and	staff	have	anticipated	the	next	proposal.	 	
	 The	first	prom	proposal	was	started	by	senior	Jordan	
Schwartz	 on	 February	 10th,	 and	 ever	 since	 then,	 multiple	
people	have	been	asked	to	prom.	Schwartz	asked	senior	Ka-
tie	Greenough	to	prom	at	West’s	very	own	basketball	game.	
During	the	game’s	halftime,	he	took	the	microphone	and	ex-
plained	their	friendship,	then	asked	her	to	prom	with	flowers	
in	hand.	“Getting	all	the	attention	was	fun	but	also	scary	in	a	
way	because	I	knew	everyone	was	staring	and	recording	me.	
During	halftime,	he	gave	a	speech	because	he	was	a	manager	
for	the	team.	This	definitely	gives	me	something	to	 look	for-
ward	to	at	the	end	of	the	year,”	said	Greenough.	 	
	 Following	 Schwartz,	 senior	 Ben	 Pfeffer	 asked	 senior	
class	president	Tedi	Marie	Marotti	to	prom	in	school	by	deco-
rating	her	locker	with	M&Ms	that	asked	her	to	prom.	“I	go	to	
my	locker	everyday	5th	period	with	him,	so	I	didn’t	expect	it	
whatsoever.		I	opened	my	locker	and	I	was	so	confused.	All	
of	a	sudden,	he’s	right	next	to	me	with	flowers	and	my	best	
friend	[was]	holding	a	sign	while	all	of	my	friends	were	sur-
rounding	me,”	explained	Marotti.	“	I	had	no	idea	we	would	get	
so	much	attention	but	by	the	end	of	the	proposal,	we	had	a	
huge	crowd	of	all	of	our	friends.	I’d	say	that	was	the	best	part	
other	than	having	the	greatest	prom	date	ever,”	added	Pfeffer.
	 There	 were	 also	 many	 promposals	 on	 Valentine’s	
Day,	adding	 to	 the	day	 that’s	already	supposed	to	be	 full	of	
love.	After	school	on	February	14th,	there	were	two	prompos-
als	 that	happened	 right	 after	 each	other	 in	 the	 senior	park-
ing	 lot.	 First,	 Constantine	 Diakakis	 asked	 Alyssa	 Jaghab	 to	
prom	 by	 getting	 four	 of	 his	 friends	 to	 hold	 up	 posters	 that	
spelled	 out	 “prom”	 and	 with	 sweet	 treats	 from	 Dunkin	 Do-
nuts.	 “I	 was	 actually	 so	 surprised!	 It	 was	 my	 birthday	 also,	
which	 made	 the	 whole	 thing	 ten	 times	 more	 special.	 He	
knows	I	love	attention	so	having	half	the	grade	outside	made	
it	 incredible,”	 said	 Jaghab.	 Minutes	 after,	 Kaz	 Ryder	 cov-
ered	Ariana	Rahgozar’s	car	with	post-its,	asking	her	to	prom.	
	 However,	that’s	not	all	he	did.	“With	the	help	of	a	few	
key	 friends,	 I	 learned	 Ariana’s	 favorite	 sweets	 and	 placed	
them	in	four	colorful	boxes	that	were	labeled	with	letters	to	
spell	out	prom.	I	gave	the	boxes	to	certain	 friends	who	saw	
her	throughout	the	day	and	they	delivered	the	sweets	to	her.	
At	 the	end	of	 the	day,	 I	greeted	her	at	her	car	and	 formally	
asked	her	with	roses.	Neither	of	us	 like	crowds,	so	 it	was	a	

Credit:	Photo	Journalism
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Promposals
bit	 funny	 that	 we	 were	 uncomfortable,	 despite	 the	 fact	 that	
they	were	all	just	friends,”	said	Ryder.	 	 	
	 This	 proposal	 craze	 could	 not	 be	 contained	 to	 West	
alone.	During	the	foreign	language	trips,	there	were	promposals	
in	France!	Sam	Willinger	asked	Brooke	Grossman	at	the	Palace	of	
Versailles.	“We	were	taking	a	picture,	and	I	was	really	confused	
at	first,	because	we	were	standing	there	for	a	really	long	time.		
But	then	he	turned	me	around	and	all	his	friends	were	standing	
behind	me	with	signs.	I	was	so	surprised!”	said	Grossman.	
	 Senior	Banquet	was	also	the	perfect	place	for	prompos-
als.	Jonathan	Covey	asked	Alexandra	Makover	to	prom	using	a	
love	letter	from	first	grade.	“Jonny	told	me	he	wasn’t	coming	to	
Senior	Banquet	at	all	because	he	would	be	upstate	visiting	his	
college.	I	had	no	idea	he	was	coming	home	early,	so	when	Kara	
Spinelli	handed	me	a	note	from	him	that	said	“prom?”	I	was	so	
confused.	Then	he	walked	in	with	flowers	and	asked	me.	It	was	
the	best	surprise,”	said	Makover.	 	 	 	
	 The	elaborate	promposals	have	definitely	been	stress-
ing	some	male	seniors	out;	however,	others	are	only	encour-
aged.	“As	a	guy,	 I	 feel	no	pressure	at	all.	Ever	since	 I	was	a	
freshmen,	I	would	imagine	the	most	romantic	ways	of	asking	
someone	to	prom	and	doing	something	spectacular	seems	only	
natural	to	me.	It’s	a	way	to	show	what	type	of	person	you	are	
and	how	much	the	other	person	means	to	you,”	commented	
senior	John	Arzomand.	It’s	extremely	important	to	remember	
that	the	way	one	asks	another	to	prom	is	between	only	those	
two	people;	though	many	times	they	are	shared	with	others,	it	
doesn’t	have	to	be	highly	publicized	to	be	special.	 	
	 How	are	these	proposals	affecting	the	average	school	
day?	Many	teachers	and	administrators	believe	that	they	are	
a	distraction	and	take	away	the	focus	from	learning.	“It’s	old,”	
commented	French	teacher,	Ms.	Houston.		“It’s	romantic,	but	
it’s	against	school	rules.	As	long	as	they’re	not	disruptive	to	
the	learning	environment,	it’s	a	good	idea.	But	if	it	becomes	
a	 distraction,	 it’s	 a	 problem.	 In	 past	 years,	 we’ve	 had	 to	
give	detentions,”	commented	Mr.	Kindleman	 	 	
	 However,	others	support	the	sweet	proposals	and	think	
it	brightens	up	what	would	be	an	ordinary	day	of	school.	“It’s	
nice	to	see	the	boys	that	put	so	much	effort	into	something.	I	
don’t	find	it	disruptive	to	the	school	day	at	all,”	said	Ms.	Reyn-
olds.	Administrators	recognize	that	these	prom	proposals	are	
part	of	senior	year.	“We	just	want	to	be	sure	it	doesn’t	disrupt	
the	 learning	 process.	 Prom	 is	 a	 big	 part	 of	 the	 high	 school	
experience...	 just	 as	 long	 as	 it’s	 tasteful,”	 said	 Mrs.	 Lippert.	
	 “I	 think	 it’s	probably	something	very	unique	to	High	
School	 West.	 Although	 some	 of	 the	 things	 I’ve	 seen	 have	
been	 just	 a	 little	 disruptive	 to	 the	 school	 day,	 I	 think	 the	
students	 are	 just	 trying	 to	 have	 fun,”	 	 agreed	 Ms.	 Trotter.
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	 With	 more	 and	
more	 highly	 qualifi	ed	
students	 applying	 to	 the	
nation’s	 top	colleges,	 the	
competition	 is	 on	 to	 per-
fect	 transcripts	 and	 re-
sumes.	 Students	 across	
the	 nation	 are	 working	
themselves	into	a	frenzy:	
piling	 on	 APs,	 practicing	
rigorously	to	obtain	a	per-
fect	score	on	the	SAT	and	
ACT,	 and	 juggling	 sports	
and	 clubs.	 Although	 stu-
dents	 are	 always	 on	 the	
lookout	 for	 unique	 op-
portunities	to	boost	their	
chances	 of	 getting	 into	
their	 respective	 dream	
schools,	 many	 High	
School	West	students	and	
guidance	 counselors	 are	
recommending	 an	 extra-
curricular	 that	 has	 been	
around	for	ages	and	is	of-
fered	in	every	town:	a	job.
	 It’s	 customary	 for	
students	to	take	on	a	 job	
after	 they’ve	 graduated	
high	school	and	are	deal-
ing	 with	 growing	 college	
tuition	bills,	but	students	
are	 saying	 that	 having	 a	
job	 in	 high	 school	 has	
put	 them	 ahead	 of	 their	
peers.	“I	defi	nitely	see	an	
advantage;	 through	 my	
job	 I	 have	 learned	 many	
things	 that	most	kids	my	
age	 have	 no	 idea	 about.	
Colleges	 want	 to	 see	
something	 that	 not	 ev-
eryone	offers	and	a	job	is	
defi	nitely	a	bonus,”	stated	
junior	Victoria	Lombardi.		
She	 pointed	 out	 that	 the	
many	 perks	 of	 a	 job	 in-
clude	 becoming	 more	
responsible,	 fi	nancially	
aware,	 and	business	 sav-
vy.		Getting	a	job	can	also	
aid	 in	developing	people	
skills.	“I’ve	become	more	
social	 and	 friendly	 be-
cause	 I	 have	 to	 interact	
with	 people	 a	 lot,”	 said	
junior	Alex	Medina,	who	

Get a Job, Get an Edge for College
works	at	Carvel.	
	 However,	 chemis-
try	 teacher	 Mr.	 Romano,	
who	worked	at	Offi	ce	Max	
while	 an	 upperclassman	
in	 high	 school,	 	 suggests	
jobs	 with	 a	 dose	 of	 cau-
tion.	 “I	 would	 certainly	
recommend	that	students	
get	 an	 after	 school	 job,	
as	long	as	they	are	doing	
well	in	school	and	not	tak-
ing	 time	 away	 from	 their	
school	 responsibilities,”	
explained	 Mr.	 Romano.		
Mr.	 Romano	 recalls	 hav-
ing	 a	 “hectic	 schedule”	
coming	 from	 school	 and	
going	 to	 his	 job	 at	 Offi	ce	
Max	 afterwards.	 This	
made	 him	 have	 to	 fi	nish	
his	homework	as	soon	as	
he	 got	 home	 or	 	 during	
an	 off	 period.	 	 Neverthe-
less,	he	believes	that	jobs	
provide	 students	 with	 a	
learning	 experience	 out-
side	 of	 the	 classroom.	
“I	 think	 having	 a	 job	 in	
high	 school	 defi	nitely	
taught	 me	 a	 lot	 of	 les-
sons	about	the	workplace	
that	 school	 can’t	 teach.	
It	 certainly	 helped	 me	
become	 a	 more	 respon-
sible	 individual,”	 add-
ed	Mr.	Romano.	
	 Students	 agreed	
that	 there	 are	 valuable	
life	 skills	 to	 be	 learned	
from	 a	 job	 as	 well;	 they	
feel	self-reliant	when	buy-
ing	 something	 they’ve	
saved	 up	 for,	 make	 new	
friendships,	 and	 learn	
life	 lessons.	 “I	 no	 longer	
depend	 on	 my	 parents	
for	 everything;	 I	 work	
hard	 and	 spend	 my	 own	
money	 now,”	 explained	
senior,	 Heather	 Minton,	
who	 works	 at	 Abercrom-
bie	and	Fitch.	She	added	
that	working	can	be	ben-
efi	cial	 for	 college	 inter-
views,	 “I	 do	 recommend	
that	students	get	a	 job	to	

make	their	resumes	
stronger,	 because	
I	 promise	 that	 it	
will	come	in	handy	
when	you’re	in	the	
middle	of	a	college	
interview	 and	 are	
asked,	 ‘What	 do	
you	do	you	do	out-
side	 of	 school	 and	
sports?’”	 	
	 Mr.	 Romano	
believes	 students	
should	 select	 jobs	
that	align	with	their	
career	interests.	He	
also	recommended	
getting	 a	 volunteer	
job	if	paid	jobs	just	
aren’t	 in	 the	cards.	
“There’s	 a	 lot	 more	
out	there	than	retail	jobs.	
For	 instance,	 students	
interested	 in	 becoming	
veterinarians	should	look	
into	 working	 for	 a	 vet-
erinarians’	offi	ce	or	even	
volunteering	 for	 an	 ani-
mal	 shelter.	 Sometimes	
volunteering	 for	 a	 job	
gives	 you	 better	 experi-
ences	that	can	be	applied	
to	your	 future	goals	 than	
paying	jobs.	You	may	end	
up	 with	 something	 more	
useful	 than	 just	 extra	
spending	 money,”	 stated	
Mr.	Romano.	 	
	 High	 school	
west	 guidance	 coun-
selor,	 Mrs.	 Kesten	
agrees	with	Mr.	Romano,	
describing	 her	 fi	rst	 job	
working	 in	 Bruce’s	 Bak-
ery	 as	 teaching	 her	 a	 lot	
about	 responsibility.	 She	
also	goes	on	to	say,	 from	
a	 guidance	 counselor’s	
perspective,	 a	 job	 is	 not	
the	end	all	be	all.	Like	Ro-
mano,	 she	 recommends	
getting	 a	 job	 only	 if	 you	
don’t	 have	 a	 lot	 on	 your	
plate.	 “[A	 job]	 is	 a	 plus	
point	 but	 if	 you’re	 doing	
other	things,	it’s	not	real-
ly	 good.”	 Basically,	 don’t	

get	a	 job	 just	 to	add	 it	 to	
your	resume	or	if	you	al-
ready	 are	 involved	 in	 a	
lot	 of	 activities.	 Advice	
Mrs.	 Kesten	 has	 for	 get-
ting	a	job	in	today’s	econ-
omy	 is	 to	 keep	 in	 touch	
with	 contacts.	 According	
to	 her,	 maintaining	 con-
tacts	 will	 help	 you	 get	 a	
job	easier.	 	
	

	 A	 job	 may	 not	
guarantee	 college	 ac-
ceptance,	 abundant	
scholarships,	 or	 medals	
to	 hang	 up,	 but	 it	 does	
provide	 something	 more	
meaningful	 to	 students.	
It	 grants	 students	 expe-
riences	 that	 will	 benefi	t	
them	 for	 years	 to	 come.	
Now	 that’s	 something	
to	 get	 worked	 up	 about.

Angela	Pradhan Check Out Our Website
 hillswestroundup.com!
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	 A	community	is	a	
group	of	people	living	
together	in	one	place.	
So	 what	 is	 Dix	 Hills?	
Are	we	a	community?	
A	town?	Or	are	we	just	
a	 subset	of	 a	broader	
government?	 	 Are	 we	
simply	zip	code	11746	
and	area	code	631?	Or	
do	 we	 have	 an	 identi		

ty?	Most	of	the	schools	
in	 our	 district	 are	 lo-
cated	in	Dix	Hills	and	
many	 students	 are	
Dix	 Hills	 residents,	
but	most	have	no	idea	
what	Dix	Hills	actually	
is.	 	
	 Dix	 Hills	 spans	
three	 exits	 on	 the	

Long	Island	Expressway,	
yet	it	is	not	even	consid-
ered	a	town.	As	a	matter	
of	 fact,	Dix	Hills	 is	actu-
ally	a	hamlet	 settlement	
and	a	census	designated	
place	(CDP).	A	CDP	is	a	
concentration	 of	 popu-
lation	 identifi	ed	 by	 the	
United	States	Census	Bu-
reau	 for	 statistical	 pur-
poses.	 These	 areas,	 like	
Dix	 Hills,	 are	 populated	
areas	 that	 lack	 separate	
municipal	 government;	
however,	 they	 resemble	
incorporated	places.
	 So	if	Dix	Hills	isn’t	
a	 town,	what	 is	 it?	Well,	
it’s	a	CDP	that	is	a	part	of	
the	 town	 of	 Huntington.	

It	 acts	 as	 an	 unincorpo-
rated	area,	or	a	region	of	
land	that	is	not	governed	
by	its	own	municipal	cor-
poration	 but	 is	 instead	
administered	 as	 part	 of	
larger	 administrative	
bodies	 (i.e.	 a	 township,	
borough,	 or	 county).	
In	 fact,	 Dix	 Hills	 spans	
only	 15.9	 square	 miles	
on	 Long	 Island	 while	
the	 town	 of	 Huntington	
spans	137.1	square	miles.	
	 Located	relatively	
central	 on	 Long	 Island,	
Dix	 Hills	 lies	 on	 the	
south	 edge	 of	 Hunting-
ton	 bordering	 the	 town	
of	Babylon.	The	LIE	cuts	
almost	 straight	 through	

the	middle	of	Dix	Hills	
	 “I	 have	 lived	 in	
Dix	 Hills	 for	 11	 years.	 I	
like	 living	 here	 because	
it’s	safe,	the	schools	are	
good,	 and	 especially	
how	close	 it	 is	 to	 things	
like	 Tanger,	 but	 not	 too	
far	 from	Roosevelt	Field	
and	 New	 York	 City,”	
commented	 sophomore	
Alyssa	Goodman	on	her	
life	in	Dix	Hills.	 	
	 Dix	 Hills	 was	
named	 the	 nineteenth	
most	affl	uent	U.S.	neigh-
borhood	by	Forbes	with	
a	 median	 household	 in-
come	of	$127,632	in	2008.	
Since	it	lacks	its	own	dis-
tinctive	government,	Dix	

Hills	 benefi	ts	 from	 the	
town	 of	 Huntington’s	 ef-
forts	 without	 spending	
money	 on	 its	 own	 mu-
nicipal	 government.	 We	
still	pay	taxes,	but	not	to	
Dix	Hills,	 to	 the	 town	of	
Huntington.	
	 So	 why	 does	 the	
identity	of	Dix	Hills	mat-
ter?	 What	 if	 Dix	 Hills	
were	separate	from	Hun-
tington?	 Maybe	 we’d	
pay	 less	 taxes	 because	
instead	 of	 supporting	
the	 entire	 town	 of	 Hun-
tington,	 consisting	 of	
many	 hamlets,	 school	
districts,	 and	 other	 in-
frastructures,	 we’d	 only	
be	supporting	our	small	
fraction,	 the	15.9	square	
miles.	

What is Dix Hills?

Check Out Our Website
 hillswestroundup.com!
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	 Within	 the	 last	 few	
weeks,	a	new	electronic	device	
policy	 has	 been	 introduced	
to	 High	 School	 West.	 The	 pol-
icy	 offers	 stricter	 guidelines	
to	 phone	 usage	 in	 school	 as	
compared	 to	 the	 previous	
one.	 The	 policy	 was	 formerly	
based	 on	 a	 “strike”	 system,	
in	 which	 a	 warning	 would	 be	
given	 at	 first,	 and	 later	 the	
electronic	 device	 would	 be	
confiscated.	 The	 new	 policy	
is	the	complete	banning	of	the	
use	 of	 all	 electronic	 devices	
between	7:19	AM	and	2:00	PM.	
	 If	 a	 student	 violates	
this	code	even	once,	the	device	
will	be	confiscated	and	the	stu-
dent	 will	 immediately	 receive	
a	 detention.	 Further	 violation	
of	this	code	will	result	in	more	
intense	consequences.	 	

	 Teachers	at	West	seem	
to	understand	 the	need	 for	 the	
new	 policy.	 	 “I	 definitely	 think	
it	 is	 fair.	Students	have	to	learn	
how	to	get	through	the	day	with-
out	 using	 their	 phones.	 School	
is	 for	 learning,	 which	 is	 com-
pletely	 restricted	 by	 the	 usage	
of	 phones.	 Therefore	 it	 is	 nec-
essary	 to	 have	 a	 strict	 code	 to	
help	the	teachers	teach,”	stated	
Spanish	 teacher	 Mrs.	 Palmada.		
	 “I	 don’t	 think	 that	 all	
electronics	 should	 be	 banned	
simply	 because	 they	 are	 help-
ful	 in	 guiding	 the	 learning	 pro-
cess.	 For	 example,	 I	 think	 it	 is	
smart	 for	 a	 student	 to	 take	 a	
picture	 of	 the	 notes	 to	 send	 to	
a	 friend	 if	 they	 require	 them.	
However,	 I	 think	 [the	 new	
policy]	 is	 necessary	 because	
students	 have	 been	 abusing	

their	 electronics,	 which	 is	 dis-
rupting	 class.	 To	 prevent	 these	
disruptions,	 some	 sacrifice	 has	
to	be	made,	and	in	this	case,	 it	
is	 electronics	 privileges,”	 add-
ed	 English	 teacher	 Mrs.	 Mad-
den.	 	 	
	 As	 opposed	 to	 the	
teachers’	 views,	 students	 are	
not	 pleased	 with	 the	 new	 poli-
cy.		“I	do	agree	that	cell	phone	
use	 in	 school	 is	 getting	 a	 little	
out	of	hand,	but	I	think	the	new	
guidelines	 are	 way	 too	 strict.	
In	 the	 case	 of	 an	 emergency	
it	 is	 always	 good	 to	 have	 your	
phone,	 but	 these	 policies	 re-
strict	even	that.	 I	 just	don’t	see	
the	 need	 for	 this	 strictness,”	
commented	 sophomore	 Josh	
Wende.	 	 Senior	 Robert	 Lea	
agreed,	“I	find	these	new	guide-
lines	 to	 be	 too	 strict.	 I	 mean,	 I	

think	 that	 individual	 teachers	
should	use	their	own	policies.	If	
students	have	free	time,	I	don’t	
see	 the	 harm	 in	 allowing	 them	
to	play	a	game	on	their	phones.”		
	 This	 concept	 of	 indi-
vidual	 teachers	 implementing	
their	 own	 electronics	 policy	
is	 popular	 among	 the	 student	
body.	 “Each	 teacher	 should	
choose	 what	 policy	 to	 use.	 If	
a	 teacher	 allows	 me	 to	 take	 a	
picture	 of	 the	 notes,	 I	 think	 I	
should	be	able	to.	I	simply	don’t	
understand	 why	 these	 strict	
policies	 have	 to	 be	 in	 place	
when	 the	 teacher	 can	 choose	
what	 to	 do	 in	 different	 circum-
stances,”	explained	sophomore	
Devin	Dubin.	 	
	 This	 new	 policy	 was	
announced	 in	 school	 in	 an	 ef-
fort	 to	 clearly	 explain	 the	 non-

tolerance	 policy	 of	 electronics	
usage.	 It	 explained	 that	 teach-
ers	 are	 to	 immediately	 confis-
cate	 the	 device	 and	 adminis-
ter	 a	 detention	 to	 the	 violating	
student.	 Teachers	 agree	 with	
the	 necessity	 of	 this	 policy	 be-
cause	 it	 provides	 the	 purpose	
of	 eliminating	 the	 distractions	
that	 these	 devices	 cause	 in	
class.	However,	 students	gener-
ally	see	 this	policy	as	over	 the	
top,	and	prefer	 the	circumstan-
tial	 policy	 where	 teachers	 use	
their	 judgement	 to	 determine	
an	 appropriate	 time	 for	 usage.	
	 One	 way	 or	 another,	
this	policy	is	currently	in	place,	
and	 looks	 to	 remain	 so	 for	 the	
remainder	 of	 the	 school	 year.

New Electronics Policy: Fair Or Unreasonable?

	 During	 the	 week	 of	
February	 18th,	 some	 seniors	
were	 learning	 outside	 of	 the	
classrooms	 of	 Hills	 West.	 Ev-
ery	 year,	 the	 LOTE	 depart-
ment	sets	up	foreign	language	
trips	 to	 Europe.	 There	 was	 a	
trip	 to	 France	 and	 Italy	 and	
also	 another	 trip	 to	 Spain	
and	 Portugal.	 Because	 of	
these	 trips,	 students	were	ex-
cused	from	school	for	around	
a	week	and	a	half.	
	 It’s	 always	 an	 ex-
tremely	 fulfilling	 experience	
to	see	a	new	place,	especially	
one	 on	 the	 other	 side	 of	 the	
world.	 Also,	 the	 ability	 to	
spend	a	fair	amount	of	time	in	
a	 foreign	 country	 after	 learn-
ing	about	 the	native	 language	
and	 culture	 makes	 the	 ex-
perience	 even	 more	 special.	
Senior	 Varsha	 Katari,	 who	
went	to	Spanish	and	Portugal,	
commented,	 “I	 really	 liked	
experiencing	 everything	 first-
hand,	 like	 seeing	 the	 Prado	
Museum	 after	 learning	 a	 lot	
about	 it.”	 	She	also	explained	
that	 she	 loved	 being	 in	 a	 dif-
ferent	 environment	 for	 a	 few	
days,	and	of	course	 the	 food.		
“I	 really	 enjoyed	 visiting	 old	
cities,	 such	 as	 Granada,	 that	
are	so	rich	in	culture	and	his-
tory	and	do	not	resemble	any-
thing	that	we	have	here,”	said	
Ms.	Espinal.	 	
	 Students	 who	 attend-
ed	the	Spain/Portugal	trip	vis-
ited	Madrid,	Toledo,	Granada,	

Seville,	 then	 Lisbon	 in	 Portu-
gal.		Students	had	the	opportu-
nity	to	visit	museums	like	the	
Prado	and	Museo	Reina	Sofia,	
Roman	ruins,	castles	from	the	
times	 when	 the	 Arabs	 ruled	
the	 Iberian	 Peninsula,	 and	
famous	 cathedrals.	 One	 par-
ticularly	 important	 attraction	
was	 definitely	 the	 Reina	 So-
fia,	as	it	 is	 in	many	published	
lists	 of	 the	 “Top	 20	 Ranked”	
and	 “Top	 20	 Most	 Visited“	
art	museums	worldwide.	
	 For	 students	 who	 at-
tended	 the	 Italy/France	 trip,	
the	 schedule	 included	 going	
to	Rome,	Florence,	and	Paris.	
Students	 had	 the	 opportu-
nity	 to	 see	 the	 Coliseum,	 the	
Notre	 Dame	 Cathedral,	 the	
Eiffel	Tower,	the	Palace	of	Ver-
sailles,	 and	 the	 Louvre.	 “Go-
ing	 to	 Italy	 and	 France	 was	
an	 amazing	 experience	 and	
the	more	 I	 think	about	 it,	 the	
more	 unbelievable	 it	 seems.	
Being	 miles	 away	 from	 home	
on	 a	 different	 continent	 with	
friends	from	school	is	crazy	in	
itself,	 but	 also	 thinking	 about	
the	amount	we	saw	in	such	a	
short	 period	 of	 time	 makes	 it	
a	 trip	 I’ll	 never	 forget,”	 com-
mented	Mia	Pitsironis.	 After	
such	 positive	 feedback	 from	
all	 who	 attended	 the	 trip,	
many	 juniors	 are	 looking	 for-
ward	to	similar	opportunities.	
“I	 think	 going	 on	 the	 foreign	
language	trip	will	be	a	wonder-
ful	 experience	 to	 explore	 the	

world	 and	 the	 fact	
that	 I’ll	 be	 going	
with	 my	 friends	
makes	 it	 that	 much	
better!	 	 I’m	 look-
ing	 forward	 to	 it,”	
said	 junior	 Danielle	
Carley	 who	 is	 con-
sidering	 going	 on	
one	of	the	trips	next	
year.	 	
	 The	 won-
derful	 experiences	
of	being	in	a	foreign	
country	 provide	
both	an	educational	
opportunity	 and	
lasting	 memories.

February Foreign 
Language Field Trips

Credit:	Adriana	Totino

Credit:	Sarah	Han

	Evan	Hochhauser

Asad	
Marghoob
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The	 Girls	 Varsity	 Fencing	
team,	 led	 by	 Hills	 West	
senior	 captains	 Lindsay	
Squires	and	Julie	Park,	fin-
ished	5-8.	The	season	was	
not	an	easy	one,	but	it	was	

Credit:	Adriana	Totino

	Evan	Hochhauser

2012-2013 Winter Sports Recap
The	winter	season	may	have	been	cold,	but	the	sports	season	was	just	heating	up.	Hills	West	teams	put	on	their	game	faces,	and	left	all	they	
had	on	the	court,	track,	pool	and	mat.	Highlights	from	the	season	include	an	exciting	playoff	run	by	the	Boys	Varsity	Basketball	team,	a	state	

title	for	a	talented	wrestler,	a	talented	group	of	swimmers,	and	much	more.

The	 Boys	 Varsity	 Bas-
ketball	 team	 was	 lead	 by	
senior	 Marcus	 Solomon,	
senior	 Jamir	 Blackman,	
and	 junior	 Terry	 Harris,	
a	 trio	 that	 would	 consis-
tently	put	big	numbers	on	

the	scoreboard.	The	team,	
which	already	had	a	pleth-
ora	 of	 weapons,	 became	
even	 better	 as	 senior	 Ne-
neyo	 Mate-Kole	 returned	
from	 a	 knee	 injury.	 The	
squad	was	on	fire,	entering	

the	playoffs	on	a	six	game	
winning	streak.	After	beat-
ing	 Newfield,	 83-60,	 the	
pressure	 was	 on	 against	
a	 strong	 Brentwood	 team.	
In	 a	 heated	 overtime	
matchup,	 Brentwood	 nar-

The	 Girls	 Varsity	 Basket-
ball	team	had	some	bumps	
in	 the	 road	 this	 season.	
Their	final	record	was	4-14.	
Senior	Sydney	Sodine	 led	

the	 team	 in	 points	 and	
rebounds	 in	 numerous	
games.	 She	 claimed,	 “It	
was	 a	 rough	 season,	 but	
we	 really	 came	 together	

Basketball
rowly	 slipped	 past	 Hills	
West,	 ending	 an	 amazing	
season.	 Senior	 Bas	 Jobe,	
team	 member,	 comment-
ed,	 “Marcus	 [Solomon]	
played	great…we	didn’t	de-
serve	to	lose	that	game.”

as	a	team.”		Sodine	will	be	
attending	Brandeis	Univer-
sity	 in	 September	 where	
she	hopes	to	continue	her	
basketball	career.

Wrestling
The	 Varsity	 Wrestling	
squad	 had	 a	 lot	 to	 prove	
this	year.	Senior	talents	Ty-
ler	 Grimaldi,	 Joe	 Piccolo,	
Jagger	 Rebozo,	 and	 Chris	

Reilly	 anxiously	 awaited	
their	 final	 season.	 Their	
final	record	was	6-2.	When	
counties	 came	 around,	
everyone	 was	 wonder-

ing	who	would	qualify	 for	
states.	 In	 the	end,	 seniors	
Jagger	 Rebozo,	 Joe	 Pic-
colo,	 and	 Tyler	 Grimaldi	
all	 qualified	 to	 wrestle	 at	

the	 Albany	 Times	 Union	
Center.	 It	was	here	where	
Harvard-bound	 Grimaldi	
made	 his	 biggest	 state-
ment.	 After	 four	 grueling	

matches,	Grimaldi	became	
Hills	 West	 first	 ever	 wres-

tling	State	Champion.

Swimming
The	 Boys	 Varsity	 Swim	
team,	 a	 joint	 team	 com-
posed	 of	 members	 of	
Hills	 East	 and	 West,	 were	
hoping	 to	 continue	 a	 leg-
acy.	 The	 team	 went	 9-0	

in	 meets.	 The	 five	 years	
prior	 to	 the	 beginning	 of	
this	season	contained	only	
one	 loss.	 The	 pressure	
was	 on	 for	 the	 team,	 but	
it	 did	 not	 seem	 to	 matter.	

The	 team	 won	 meet	 after	
meet,	 slowly	 tallying	 up	 a	
perfect	record.	Their	work	
paid	 off	 in	 counties,	 as	
they	won	counties	 for	 the	
seventh	 straight	 year.	 Re-

flecting	on	 the	season,	se-
nior	captain	Max	Lee	stat-
ed,	“Everyone	on	the	team	
gave	it	their	all.	This	was	a	
year	 to	 be	 remembered.”

Track The	 Boys	 Varsity	 Track	
team	 won	 their	 league.	
The	 team	 hoped	 to	 re-
deem	a	streak	of	consecu-
tive	 championship	 wins,	

The	 Girls	 Varsity	 Track	
team	finished	their	season	
3rd	in	the	league.	The	team	
was	 led	 by	 seniors	 Esprit	
Parker,	 Kerri	 Graber,	 Ana	

which	 was	 broken	 last	
year,	 and	 they	 were	 suc-
cessful.	 The	 4x400m	 relay	
team	earned	a	silver	med-
al	in	states.	Senior	Tommy	

Battisteli	 broke	 the	 pole	
vaulting	 record	 with	 a	
height	 of	 12’6”,	 clearing	
the	 former	 record	 by	 half	

a	 foot.	Many	current	 team	
members	plan	to	return	for	

track	in	the	spring.

Alhoud,	 Debbie	 Myrtil,	
Jill	 Faber,	 and	 Tiara	 Da-
vis.	 Davis	 will	 be	 attend-
ing	 the	 states	 champion-
ships	 for	 her	 proficiency	

in	the	shot-put.		“Although	
we	 may	 have	 fell	 short	
in	 some	 areas,	 the	 goals	
that	 were	 accomplished	
by	 so	 many	 members	 of	

the	 team	 makes	 this	 sea-
son	 one	 that	 will	 always	
be	 looked	 back	 on	 in	 a	
positive	 light,”	 comment-
ed	 team	 leader	 Jill	 Faber.

Fencing
The	 Boys	 Varsity	 Fencing	
team,	 composed	 of	 high	
school	 students	 within	
both	 high	 schools,	 had	 a	
tough	season.	Their	record	

was	2-11.	Although	this	sea-
son	may	have	been	some-
what	 of	 a	 letdown,	 the	
future	 is	 bright.	 The	 team	
is	 loaded	 with	 young	 po-

tential.	“This	season	was	a	
great	start	for	my	career	as	
a	 fencer.	 I	owe	 this	 to	my	
friends,	 Christian,	 Justin,	
and	 Kenneth,	 for	 encour-

aging	 me	 to	 join.	 I	 have	
come	 to	 like	 fencing	 and	
plan	on	doing	it	throughout	
high	 school,”	 commented	
freshman	 talent	 Ed	 Bae.

most	 definitely	 fun.	 Julie	
Park’s	near	flawless	record	
during	her	Hill’s	West	fenc-
ing	 career	 will	 be	 one	 of	
the	 most	 memorable	 ath-
letic	 feats	 from	 this	year’s	

senior	class.		“The	season	
had	a	lot	of	ups	and	downs,	
but	 I	 can’t	 wait	 for	 next	
year,	when	I	think	we	can	
do	even	better,”	comment-
ed	 junior	 Alana	 Kessler.

Photo	Credit:	
Photo	Journalism
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The	 lacrosse	 sticks,	 baseball	
gloves,	 and	 track	 shoes	 are	
coming	 back	 out,	 along	 with	
an	 optimistic	 attitude	 about	
the	season	ahead.	
	 Last	 year,	 girls	 track	
ended	 the	 season	 on	 a	 good	
note,	often	gaining	first	and	sec-
ond	place	in	shot-put	and	discus	
thanks	 to	 current	 senior	 Tiara	
Davis	and	former	student	Nyas-
hia	Hibbert.	The	200	meter	dash	
was	no	problem	for	senior	Kerri	
Graber	 and	 sophomore	 Alyssa	
Jean.	 The	 hurdles	 were	 often	
dominated	by	sophomore	Kayla	
Hodge	 and	 sophomore	 Regine	
Williams.	Unfortunately	 for	 this	
year,	Nyashia	Hibbert,	 Jasmine	
Hennep,	 Stephanie	 Ramirez,	
and	 Carly	 Rosen	 have	 gradu-
ated.	 	 “Losing	 talent	 is	 always	
difficult,	but	fortunately	the	girls	
this	 year	 have	 already	 shown	
they	have	the	desire	to	be	even	
better,”	commented	head	coach	

Standing	 at	 6’2”,	 senior	 varsity	
boys	 basketball	 player	 Marcus	
Solomon	 has	 shown	 himself	
to	 be	 one	 of	 the	 stars	 of	 the	
Colts,	 and	 a	 key	 contributor	 to	
their	 success	 this	 year.	 Now,	
with	his	final	high	school	game	
behind	 him,	 Solomon	 looks	 to	
begin	 a	 new	 legacy	 in	 college.
	 Solomon’s	talent	on	the	
court	 has	 already	 materialized	
into	serious	looks	by	Division	1	
and	2	schools.	At	the	top	of	the	
list	for	him	right	now	are	Union	
College,	 Pace,	 Sacred	 Heart,	
American	University,	and,	Divi-
sion	 1	 school,	 Towson.	 	 These	
schools	 have	 all	 expressed	 se-
rious	 interest	 in	 bringing	 him	
to	 their	 campus	 next	 year.	 An	
obvious	 reason	 Solomon	 is	
being	 recruited	 is	 because	 of	
his	 impressive	 numbers,	 as	 he	
has	averages	of	15	points,	6	as-
sists,	 8	 rebounds,	 and	 about	
3	 blocks	 and	 steals	 per	 game.		
	 “Marcus	 is	 going	 to	
go	 down	 as	 one	 of	 the	 best	 all	
around	 basketball	 players	 in	
Hills	 West	 history,”	 comment-
ed	 head	 basketball	 coach	 Wil-
liam	 Mitaritonna.	 “He	 was	 the	
glue	 to	 our	 season	 this	 year.”

Fresh Spring Sports Attitude
Mr.	Hender.		Senior	Tiara	Davis	
added	 that	 she	 knows	 that	 the	
loss	 “will	 motivate	 the	 team	 to	
do	even	better.”	 	
	 Boys	 track	 last	 year	
had	 a	 great	 season	 as	 well	 of-
ten	 receiving	 first,	 second,	 or	
third	 place	 in	 the	 100	 meter	
and	 200	 meter	 dash	 thanks	 to	
junior	Jarried	Redwood	and	se-
nior	 Frederic	 Fils-Aime.	 In	 the	
4	 x	 400	 relay	 and	 other	 relays	
the	 team	 would	 earn	 first,	 sec-
ond,	or	 third	place.	 In	 the	hur-
dle	 events	 at	 least	 third	 place	
would	 be	 expected	 from	 this	
team.	 Last	 year,	 the	 team	 lost	
Julien	Desroches,	Nana	Croffie,	
Anthony	 DeMatteo,	 Doug	 Mot-
ley,	 Bradely	 Lahens,	 Matthew	
Ranftle,	 and	 Davide	 Sferrazza.	
Junior	 Bryce	 Johnson	 believes	
that	 the	 loss,	 “didn’t	 really	 af-
fect	us	that	much”	and	that	this	
year,	 some	 people	 will	 be	 able	
to	“make	it	as	far	as	the	nation-

al	championships.”	
	 Last	 year	 Half	 Hollow	
Hills	West’s	baseball	had	an	im-
pressive	 record	of	 20	wins	and	
5	 losses.	 The	 team	 was	 a	 pow-
erhouse	with	players	like	senior	
Sal	Lovaglio,	who	was	often	the	
winning	 pitcher	 in	 games,	 and	
senior	Luke	Stampfl,	who	was	a	
dangerous	hitter	throughout	the	
season.	 Several	 seniors	 gradu-
ated	 last	 year,	 including	 Dylan	
Mouzakes,	 Matt	 Cabezon,	 Matt	
Lombardi,	Greg	Plumitallo,	and	
Andrew	Balling.		Junior	Tommy	
DiGiorgi	 confirmed	 that	 “we	
lost	 two	 starters	 who	 played	
a	 big	 role	 in	 our	 success	 last	
year,	and	those	are	big	shoes	to	
fill”	but	was	confident	 that	“we	
will	go	far	this	year	and	have	a	
team	full	of	talent.”		Junior	Sean	
Noriega	 believes	 in	 his	 team	
stating	that,	“we	are	a	new	team	
this	 year	 with	 better	 bats	 and	
more	 developed	 players.	 We	

are	hungry	 for	 a	 state	 title	 and	
worked	 hard	 for	 a	 state	 title	 in	
the	off	season.”	 	
	 The	 Hills	 West	 softball	
team	 was	 just	 as	 good	 with	 a	
record	 of	 17	 wins	 and	 only	 4	
losses.	 Junior	 Francesca	 Casa-
lino	 regularly	 earned	 the	 win-
ning	pitcher	in	a	game	and	had	
many	 home-runs	 throughout	
the	season.	Senior	Jessica	Kleet	
repeatedly	 played	 smart	 in	
games	using	sharp	strategy	that	
helped	her	take	bases	after	get-
ting	 hits.	 Senior	 Alana	 Campo	
and	 senior	 Krissy	 Spinelli	 also	
had	good	numbers	 that	helped	
to	carry	the	team	to	their	victo-
ries.	Last	year,	 the	team	had	to	
let	go	of	their	graduates:	Ashley	
Nostramo,	Danica	Vasa,	Morgan	
Hughes,	 and	 Jessica	 Jacobs.	
“The	 seniors	 last	 year	 will	 be	
greatly	missed,	[but	there	is	still]	
many	 young	 talented	 players	
and	we	are	really	determined	to	

break	passed	this	steak	of	short	
playoff	appearances,”	comment-
ed	Casalino.	 	
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Marcus Solomon Has 
Bright Future At College

	 But	 as	 Solomon’s	
teammates	 report,	 his	 true	 tal-
ent	 is	 not	 just	 in	 his	 numbers.		
“He’s	 a	 hard-working	 player,	
he	 certainly	 deserves	 getting	
recruited.	 	 He	 has	 the	 best	
fundamentals	 on	 the	 team.	 He	
does	 the	 little	 things	 on	 both	
offense	 and	 defense,”	 said	
teammate	 and	 friend	 senior	
Neneyo	 Mate-Kole,	 who	 added	
that	Marcus	 is	a	“humble	guy.”	
	 Solomon’s	 guidance	
counselor	 Mrs.	 Kesten	 had	
further	 praise,	 “He’s	 a	 fabu-
lous	 athlete	 as	 well	 as	 an	 ex-
cellent	 student,	 so	 I’m	 sure	
he	 will	 be	 quite	 successful	 at	
whatever	 school	 he	 attends.	
He’s	 also	 well-liked	 by	 our	 fac-
ulty	 and	 student	 body,	 so	 I’m	
sure	 he’ll	 make	 friends	 easily	
and	 be	 a	 great	 team	 member.”
	 As	usual,	Solomon	took	
a	 humble	 approach	 and	 didn’t	
give	 himself	 all	 the	 credit,	 “I	
want	 to	 thank	 my	 team	 in	 gen-
eral,	 everybody,	 not	 really	 one	
person.”	 With	 an	 attitude	 and	
skill	 set	 like	 that,	 it	 certainly	
seems	 like	 we	 won’t	 be	 seeing	
the	 last	 of	 Marcus	 Solomon.

Miya	Jones

Jesse	Scheinman
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